[Relationship between the O2-affinity of the blood and erythropoiesis during the early months of life].
In 107 infants aged 3 hours to 9 months, hemoglobin concentration, 2,3-DPG concentration and GOT activity in red cells, and reticulocyte count were determined in order to evaluate whether the previously observed decrease in red cell 2,3-DPG [1] during the first 30-40 days of life related to red cell ageing. A significant positive correlation of 2,3-DPG vs. GOT, an indicator of red cell age, is found. The decrease in 2,3-DPG over a period of 25-30 days is finally followed by a sharp rise in reticulocyte count, suggesting that an alteration in blood oxygen affinity might trigger the onset of erythropoiesis in normal infants in this age group.